The effect of hemolyzed erythrocytes in the virulence of Escherichia coli and of normal human oral flora in a mouse model.
Hemoglobin enhances the virulence of E. coli in the peritoneum. This study investigates the effect of blood on the virulence of E. coli and human oral anaerobes in the mouse neck. E. coli neck infectivity is significantly enhanced by blood. Oral anaerobic infections are not affected.